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In recent decades agricultural commodity surpluses in the developed world have contributed to a
mantra of 'land surplus' in which set-aside, extensification, alternative land uses and 'wilding' have
been key terms in debates over land. Quite suddenly all this has changed as a consequence of
rapidly shifting commodity markets. Prices for cereals, oil seeds and other globally traded
commodities have risen sharply. A contributor to this has been the shift to bioenergy cropping,
fuelled by concerns over post-peak oil and climate change. Agricultural supply chain interests have
embraced the 'new environmentalism' of climate change with enthusiasm, proudly proclaiming the
readiness of the industry to produce both food and energy crops, and to do so with a neo-liberal
confidence in markets to determine the balance between food and non-food crops in land use. But
policy and politics have not necessarily caught up with these market and industry-led changes and
some environmentalists are beginning to challenge the assumptions of the new 'productivism'. Is it
necessarily the case, they ask, that agriculture's best contribution to tackling climate change is to
grow bioenergy crops or invest in anaerobic-digesters or make land over for windfarms? Might not
there be an equally important role in maximising the carbon sequestration or water-holding
properties of biodiverse land? What is Land For? tackles these key cutting-edge issues of this new
debate by setting out a baseline of evidence and ideas. “The American people sees itself advance
across the wilderness, draining swamps, straightening rivers, peopling the solitude, and subduing
nature,” wrote Alexis de Tocqueville in 1835. That’s largely how we still think of nineteenth-century
America today: a country expanding unstoppably, bending the continent’s natural bounty to the
national will, heedless of consequence. A country of slavery and of Indian wars. There’s much truth
in that vision. But if you know where to look, you can uncover a different history, one of vibrant
resistance, one that’s been mostly forgotten. This Radical Land recovers that story. Daegan Miller is
our guide on a beautifully written, revelatory trip across the continent during which we encounter
radical thinkers, settlers, and artists who grounded their ideas of freedom, justice, and progress in
the very landscapes around them, even as the runaway engine of capitalism sought to steamroll
everything in its path. Here we meet Thoreau, the expert surveyor, drawing anticapitalist property
maps. We visit a black antislavery community in the Adirondack wilderness of upstate New York.
We discover how seemingly commercial photographs of the transcontinental railroad secretly sent
subversive messages, and how a band of utopian anarchists among California’s sequoias imagined
a greener, freer future. At every turn, everyday radicals looked to landscape for the language of
their dissent—drawing crucial early links between the environment and social justice, links we're
still struggling to strengthen today. Working in a tradition that stretches from Thoreau to Rebecca
Solnit, Miller offers nothing less than a new way of seeing the American past—and of understanding
what it can offer us for the present . . . and the future. Amazing photographs give young readers a
fun-filled look at what makes Earth so beautiful. Topics include what are landforms, how different
landforms are created, a look at land-shapers--wind, water, fire, and ice, different kinds of erosion,
how erosion shapes the land, and how some animals form islands. This monumental work of
cultural history was nominated for a National Book Award. It chronicles America's transformation,
beginning in 1880, into a nation of consumers, devoted to a cult of comfort, bodily well-being, and
endless acquisition. 24 pages of photos. Researchers have responded to urban sprawl, congestion,
and pollution by assessing alternatives such as smart growth, new urbanism, and transit-oriented
development. Underlying this has been the presumption that, for these options to be given serious
consideration as part of policy reform, science has to prove that they will reduce auto use and
increase transit, walking, and other physical activity. Zoned Out forcefully argues that the debate
about transportation and land-use planning in the United States has been distorted by a myth?the
myth that urban sprawl is the result of a free market. According to this myth, low-density, auto-
dependent development dominates U.S. metropolitan areas because that is what Americans prefer.
Jonathan Levine confronts the free market myth by pointing out that land development is already



one of the most regulated sectors of the U.S. economy. Noting that local governments use their
regulatory powers to lower densities, segregate different types of land uses, and mandate large
roadways and parking lots, he argues that the design template for urban sprawl is written into the
land-use regulations of thousands of municipalities nationwide. These regulations and the skewed
thinking that underlies current debate mean that policy innovation, market forces, and the compact-
development alternatives they might produce are often 'zoned out' of metropolitan areas. In
debunking the market myth, Levine articulates an important paradigm shift. Where people believe
that current land-use development is governed by a free-market, any proposal for policy reform is
seen as a market intervention and a limitation on consumer choice, and any proposal carries a high
burden of scientific proof that it will be effective. By reorienting the debate, Levine shows that the
burden of scientific proof that was the lynchpin of transportation and land-use debates has been
misassigned, and that, far from impeding market forces or limiting consumer choice, policy reform
that removes regulatory obstacles would enhance both. A groundbreaking work in urban planning,
transportation and land-use policy, Zoned Out challenges a policy environment in which scientific
uncertainty is used to reinforce the status quo of sprawl and its negative consequences for people
and their communities. This Encyclopedia of Land Use, Land Cover and Soil Sciences is a
component of the global Encyclopedia of Life Support Systems (EOLSS), which is an integrated
compendium of twenty one Encyclopedias. Land is one of our most precious assets. It represents
space, provides food and shelter, stores and filters water, and it is a base for urban and industrial
development, road construction, leisure and many other social activities. Land is, however not
unlimited in extent, and even when it is physically available its use is not necessarily free, either
because of natural limitations (too cold, too steep, too wet or too dry, etc.) or because of
constraints of access or land tenure. This 7-volume set contains several chapters, each of size
5000-30000 words, with perspectives, applications and extensive illustrations. It carries state-of-the-
art knowledge in the fields of Land Use, Land Cover and Soil Sciences and is aimed, by virtue of the
several applications, at the following five major target audiences: University and College Students,
Educators, Professional Practitioners, Research Personnel and Policy Analysts, Managers, and
Decision Makers and NGOs. A 2019 NPR Staff Pick “Written ‘in sorrow and anger,’ this is a brilliant
and urgently necessary book, eloquently making the case against bigotry and for all of us
migrants—what we are not, who we are, and why we deserve to be welcomed, not feared.”
—Salman Rushdie A timely argument for why the United States and the West would benefit from
accepting more immigrants There are few subjects in American life that prompt more discussion
and controversy than immigration. But do we really understand it? In This Land Is Our Land, the
renowned author Suketu Mehta attacks the issue head-on. Drawing on his own experience as an
Indian-born teenager growing up in New York City and on years of reporting around the world,
Mehta subjects the worldwide anti-immigrant backlash to withering scrutiny. As he explains, the
West is being destroyed not by immigrants but by the fear of immigrants. Mehta juxtaposes the
phony narratives of populist ideologues with the ordinary heroism of laborers, nannies, and others,
from Dubai to Queens, and explains why more people are on the move today than ever before. As
civil strife and climate change reshape large parts of the planet, it is little surprise that borders
have become so porous. But Mehta also stresses the destructive legacies of colonialism and global
inequality on large swaths of the world: When today’s immigrants are asked, “Why are you here?”
they can justly respond, “We are here because you were there.” And now that they are here, as
Mehta demonstrates, immigrants bring great benefits, enabling countries and communities to
flourish. Impassioned, rigorous, and richly stocked with memorable stories and characters, This
Land Is Our Land is a timely and necessary intervention, and a literary polemic of the highest order.
Earth is a beautiful place See some of its most amazing sights as you find out how Wind and Water
Shape the Land. Sing along as you explore What Shapes Our Earth This hardcover book comes with
CD and online music access. The global gaming market, due to numerous technological
advancements in social media networking and live-streaming video, has exploded in recent years.
However, this newly acquired popularity has left many industry professionals pondering a difficult
enigma: How does this affect the professional world? Implications and Impacts of eSports on
Business and Society: Emerging Research and Opportunities provides innovative research exploring
the immersion of competitive electronic sports and applications within global marketing, business,
and society. Featuring coverage on a broad range of topics such as social networking, sponsorship



branding, and risk management, this book is ideally designed for sports and entertainment
practitioners, communications professionals, marketers, business consultants, researchers,
professionals, and students seeking current research on potential business opportunities in the
eSports industry. Something is profoundly wrong with the way we think about how we should live
today. In Ill Fares The Land, Tony Judt, one of our leading historians and thinkers, reveals how we
have arrived at our present dangerously confused moment. Judt masterfully crystallizes what we've
all been feeling into a way to think our way into, and thus out of, our great collective dis-ease about
the current state of things. As the economic collapse of 2008 made clear, the social contract that
defined postwar life in Europe and America - the guarantee of a basal level of security, stability and
fairness -- is no longer guaranteed; in fact, it's no longer part of the common discourse. Judt offers
the language we need to address our common needs, rejecting the nihilistic individualism of the far
right and the debunked socialism of the past. To find a way forward, we must look to our not so
distant past and to social democracy in action: to re-enshrining fairness over mere efficiency.
Distinctly absent from our national dialogue, social democrats believe that the state can play an
enhanced role in our lives without threatening our liberties. Instead of placing blind faith in the
market-as we have to our detriment for the past thirty years-social democrats entrust their fellow
citizens and the state itself. lll Fares the Land challenges us to confront our societal ills and to
shoulder responsibility for the world we live in. For hope remains. In reintroducing alternatives to
the status quo, Judt reinvigorates our political conversation, providing the tools necessary to
imagine a new form of governance, a new way of life. From the author of the acclaimed Measuring
America, a dazzling chronicle, through history and across cultures, about how the ability to own the
land we inhabit has shaped modern society. Barely two centuries ago, most of the world's
productive land still belonged either communally to traditional societies or to the higher powers of
monarch or church. But that pattern, and the ways of life that went with it, were consigned to
history by, Andro Linklater persuasively argues, the most creative and at the same time destructive
cultural force in the modern era-the idea of individual, exclusive ownership of land. Spreading from
both shores of the north Atlantic, it laid waste to traditional communal civilizations, displacing
entire peoples from their homelands, but at the same time brought into being a unique concept of
individual freedom and a distinct form of representative government and democratic institutions.
By contrast, as Linklater demonstrates, other great civilizations, in Russia, China, and the Islamic
world, evolved very different structures of land ownership and thus very different forms of
government and social responsibility. The history and evolution of landownership is a fascinating
chronicle in the history of civilization, offering unexpected insights about how various forms of
democracy and capitalism developed, as well as a revealing analysis of a future where the Earth
must sustain nine billion lives. Seen through the eyes of remarkable individuals-Chinese emperors;
German peasants; the seventeenth century English surveyor William Petty, who first saw the
connection between private property and free-market capitalism; the American radical Wolf
Ladejinsky, whose land redistribution in Japan, Taiwan, and South Korea after WWII made possible
the emergence of Asian tiger economies-Owning the Earth presents a radically new view of
mankind's place on the planet. How Wall Street, Chinese billionaires, oil sheiks, and agribusiness
are buying up huge tracts of land in a hungry, crowded world. An unprecedented land grab is taking
place around the world. Fearing future food shortages or eager to profit from them, the world’s
wealthiest and most acquisitive countries, corporations, and individuals have been buying and
leasing vast tracts of land around the world. The scale is astounding: parcels the size of small
countries are being gobbled up across the plains of Africa, the paddy fields of Southeast Asia, the
jungles of South America, and the prairies of Eastern Europe. Veteran science writer Fred Pearce
spent a year circling the globe to find out who was doing the buying, whose land was being taken
over, and what the effect of these massive land deals seems to be. The Land Grabbers is a first-of-
its-kind exposé that reveals the scale and the human costs of the land grab, one of the most
profound ethical, environmental, and economic issues facing the globalized world in the twenty-first
century. The corporations, speculators, and governments scooping up land cheap in the developing
world claim that industrial-scale farming will help local economies. But Pearce’s research reveals a
far more troubling reality. While some mega-farms are ethically run, all too often poor farmers and
cattle herders are evicted from ancestral lands or cut off from water sources. The good jobs
promised by foreign capitalists and home governments alike fail to materialize. Hungry nations are



being forced to export their food to the wealthy, and corporate potentates run fiefdoms oblivious to
the country beyond their fences. Pearce’s story is populated with larger-than-life characters, from
financier George Soros and industry tycoon Richard Branson, to Gulf state sheikhs, Russian
oligarchs, British barons, and Burmese generals. We discover why Goldman Sachs is buying up the
Chinese poultry industry, what Lord Rothschild and a legendary 1970s asset-stripper are doing in
the backwoods of Brazil, and what plans a Saudi oil billionaire has for Ethiopia. Along the way,
Pearce introduces us to the people who actually live on, and live off of, the supposedly “empty”
land that is being grabbed, from Cambodian peasants, victimized first by the Khmer Rouge and now
by crony capitalism, to African pastoralists confined to ever-smaller tracts. Over the next few
decades, land grabbing may matter more, to more of the planet’s people, than even climate
change. It will affect who eats and who does not, who gets richer and who gets poorer, and whether
agrarian societies can exist outside corporate control. It is the new battle over who owns the planet.
"This book offers conceptual and empirical studies of land governance, focusing on land
management approaches, land policy issues, advances in pro-poor land tenure, and land-based
gender concerns. Topics include "Creating new understandings," "Exploring alternative approaches
for land management and land tenure," "Viewing vistas of tenure experiences across the globe,"
and "Stretching the gender perspectives""-- The State of the World's Land and Water Resources for
Food and Agriculture is FAO's first flagship publication on the global status of land and water
resources. It is an 'advocacy' report, to be published every three to five years, and targeted at
senior level decision makers in agriculture as well as in other sectors. SOLAW is aimed at sensitizing
its target audience on the status of land resources at global and regional levels and FAO's viewpoint
on appropriate recommendations for policy formulation. SOLAW focuses on these key dimensions of
analysis: (i) quantity, quality of land and water resources, (ii) the rate of use and sustainable
management of these resources in the context of relevant socio-economic driving factors and
concerns, including food security and poverty, and climate change. This is the first time that a
global, baseline status report on land and water resources has been made. It is based on several
global spatial databases (e.q. land suitability for agriculture, land use and management, land and
water degradation and depletion) for which FAO is the world-recognized data source. Topical and
emerging issues on land and water are dealt with in an integrated rather than sectoral manner. The
implications of the status and trends are used to advocate remedial interventions which are tailored
to major farming systems within different geographic regions. “In many ways, Land combines bits
and pieces of many of Winchester’s previous books into a satisfying, globe-trotting whole. . . .
Winchester is, once again, a consummate guide.”—Boston Globe The author of The Professor and
the Madman, The Map That Changed the World, and The Perfectionists explores the notion of
property—bought, earned, or received; in Europe, Africa, North America, or the South
Pacific—through human history, how it has shaped us and what it will mean for our future.
Land—whether meadow or mountainside, desert or peat bog, parkland or pasture, suburb or city—is
central to our existence. It quite literally underlies and underpins everything. Employing the keen
intellect, insatiable curiosity, and narrative verve that are the foundations of his previous
bestselling works, Simon Winchester examines what we human beings are doing—and have
done—with the billions of acres that together make up the solid surface of our planet. Land: How
the Hunger for Ownership Shaped the Modern World examines in depth how we acquire land, how
we steward it, how and why we fight over it, and finally, how we can, and on occasion do, come to
share it. Ultimately, Winchester confronts the essential question: who actually owns the world’s
land—and why does it matter? This book presents recent estimates on the rate of change of major
land classes. Aggregated globally, multiple impacts of local land changes are shown to significantly
affect central aspects of Earth System functioning. The book offers innovative developments and
applications in the fields of modeling and scenario construction. Conclusions are also drawn about
the most pressing implications for the design of appropriate intervention policies. Why are
American cities, suburbs, and towns so distinct? Compared to European cities, those in the United
States are characterized by lower densities and greater distances; neat, geometric layouts; an
abundance of green space; a greater level of social segregation reflected in space; and—perhaps
most noticeably—a greater share of individual, single-family detached housing. In Zoned in the
USA, Sonia A. Hirt argues that zoning laws are among the important but understudied reasons for
the cross-continental differences. Hirt shows that rather than being imported from Europe, U.S.



municipal zoning law was in fact an institution that quickly developed its own, distinctly American
profile. A distinct spatial culture of individualism—founded on an ideal of separate, single-family
residences apart from the dirt and turmoil of industrial and agricultural production—has driven
much of municipal regulation, defined land-use, and, ultimately, shaped American life. Hirt explores
municipal zoning from a comparative and international perspective, drawing on archival resources
and contemporary land-use laws from England, Germany, France, Australia, Russia, Canada, and
Japan to challenge assumptions about American cities and the laws that guide them. Few books
have had a greater impact than A Sand County Almanac, which many credit with launching a
revolution in land management. Written as a series of sketches based principally upon the flora and
fauna in a rural part of Wisconsin, the book, originally published by Oxford in 1949, gathers informal
pieces written by Leopold over a forty-year period as he traveled through the woodlands of
Wisconsin, lowa, Arizona, Sonora, Oregon, Manitoba, and elsewhere; a final section addresses the
philosophical issues involved in wildlife conservation. Beloved for its description and evocation of
the natural world, Leopold's book, which has sold well over 2 million copies, remains a foundational
text in environmental science and a national treasure. Where and what are public lands? -- To
whom the public lands are important -- Planning future public land use -- Public land policy and the
environment -- Timber resources -- Range resources -- Mineral resources -- Water resources -- Fish
and wildlife resources -- Intensive agriculture -- The Outer Continental Shelf -- Outdoor recreation --
Occupancy uses -- -Tax immunity -- Land grants to states -- Administrative procedures -- Trespass
and disputed title -- Disposals, acquisitions, and exchanges -- Federal legislative jurisdiction --
Organization, administration, and budgeting policy -- Appendices. Much of the preparation of this
book has been generously supported by the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, Cambridge,
Massachusetts. It evolved from a colloquium held in October 1977, under the sponsorship of the
Lincoln Institute. The three-day symposium entitled "Land Policy: Making the Value Choices"
involved the preparation of major papers and formal discussions, most of which appear here in
considerably revised form, along with additional pieces commis sioned later. The colloquium was an
idea jointly conceived by myself and Edward Wood, a colleague at the time in the Tufts University
Program in Urban Social and Environmental Policy. We were concerned about two major limitations
in the literature and debates over land use. On the one hand, there was little explicit recognition of
the latent values that motivated land use policy. On the other, there was no common forum where
people from the different land use fields could discuss the issues and learn from one another. A
small group of about two dozen people was invited to the colloquium. Each member was a leading
spokesman for a different perspective and area of expertise. All participated formally in some
fashion. All the papers were written expressly for the col loquium, with the exception of Ann
Strong's, which was a keynote address to the American Society of Planning Officials earlier in the
year. None of the papers has been published elsewhere. A new way forward for sustainable quality
of life in cities of all sizes Strong Towns: A Bottom-Up Revolution to Build American Prosperity is a
book of forward-thinking ideas that breaks with modern wisdom to present a new vision of urban
development in the United States. Presenting the foundational ideas of the Strong Towns
movement he co-founded, Charles Marohn explains why cities of all sizes continue to struggle to
meet their basic needs, and reveals the new paradigm that can solve this longstanding problem.
Inside, you’ll learn why inducing growth and development has been the conventional response to
urban financial struggles—and why it just doesn’t work. New development and high-risk investing
don’t generate enough wealth to support itself, and cities continue to struggle. Read this book to
find out how cities large and small can focus on bottom-up investments to minimize risk and
maximize their ability to strengthen the community financially and improve citizens’ quality of life.
Develop in-depth knowledge of the underlying logic behind the “traditional” search for never-
ending urban growth Learn practical solutions for ameliorating financial struggles through low-risk
investment and a grassroots focus Gain insights and tools that can stop the vicious cycle of budget
shortfalls and unexpected downturns Become a part of the Strong Towns revolution by shifting the
focus away from top-down growth toward rebuilding American prosperity Strong Towns
acknowledges that there is a problem with the American approach to growth and shows community
leaders a new way forward. The Strong Towns response is a revolution in how we assemble the
places we live. Land Reclamation and Restoration Strategies for Sustainable Development:
Geospatial Technology Based Approach, Volume Ten covers spatial mapping, modeling and risk



assessment in land hazards issues and sustainable management. Each section in the book explores
state-of-art techniques using commercial, open source and statistical software for mapping and
modeling, along with case studies that illustrate modern image processing techniques and
computational algorithms. A special focus is given on recent trends in data mining techniques. This
book will be of particular interest to students, researchers and professionals in the fields of earth
science, applied geography, and those in the environmental sciences. Demonstrates a
geoinformatics approach to data mining techniques, data analysis, modeling, risk assessment,
visualization, and management strategies in different aspects of land use, hazards and reclamation
Covers land contamination problems, including effects on agriculture, forestry, and coastal and
wetland areas Suggests specific techniques of remediation Explores state-of-art techniques based
on commercial, open source, and statistical software for mapping and modeling using modern
image processing techniques and computational algorithm What is land and how is it made? In this
path-breaking study of sites in western, eastern, and southern India, Nikita Sud argues that land is
not simply the solid surface of the earth. It is best understood as a materially and conceptually
dynamic realm, intimately tied to the social. As such, land transitions across porous registers of
territory, property, authority, the sacred, history and memory, and contested access and exclusion.
While states, markets, and politics in post-liberalization India try to make land suitable for 'growth'
and 'development', the relationship between the soil and institutions is never straightforward. A
state attempting to order a layered topography is frequently stretched into shadowy domains of
informality and unsanctioned practices. A market may be advanced, but remains precariously
embedded in sociality. Politics could challenge the land-making of the state and markets. It may
also effect compromises. Attempts at constructing a durable landed order thus reveal our own
(dis)orders. In attempting to 'make' the land, Sud's intriguing study shows how the land
simultaneously 'makes' us. Land is the integrating component of all livelihoods depending on farm,
forest, rangeland, or water (rivers, lakes, coastal marine) habitats. Due to varying political, social,
and economic factors, the heavy use of natural resources to supply a rapidly growing global
population and economy has resulted in the unintended mismanagement and degradation of land
and ecosystems. 'Sustainable Land Management' provides strategic focus to the implementation of
sustainable land management (SLM) components of the World Bank's development strategies. SLM
is a knowledge-based procedure that integrates land, water, biodiversity, and environmental
management to meet rising food and fiber demands while sustaining livelihoods and the
environment. This book, aimed at policy makers, project managers, and development organization,
articulates priorities for investment in SLM and natural resource management and identifies the
policy, institutional, and incentive reform options that will accelerate the adoption of SLM
productivity improvements and pro-poor growth. A Land Made from Water chronicles how the
appropriation and development of water and riparian resources in Colorado changed the face of the
Front Range—an area that was once a desert and is now an irrigated oasis suitable for the
habitation and support of millions of people. This comprehensive history of human intervention in
the Boulder Creek and Lefthand Creek valleys explores the complex interactions between
environmental and historical factors to show how thoroughly the environment along the Front
Range is a product of human influence. Author Robert Crifasi examines the events that took place
in nineteenth-century Boulder County, Colorado, and set the stage for much of the water
development that occurred throughout Colorado and the American West over the following century.
Settlers planned and constructed ditches, irrigation systems, and reservoirs; initiated the seminal
court decisions establishing the appropriation doctrine; and instigated war to wrest control of the
region from the local Native American population. Additionally, Crifasi places these river valleys in
the context of a continent-wide historical perspective. By examining the complex interaction of
people and the environment over time, A Land Made from Water links contemporary issues facing
Front Range water users to the historical evolution of the current water management system and
demonstrates the critical role people have played in creating ecosystems that are often presented
to the public as “natural” or “native.” It will appeal to students, scholars, professionals, and general
readers interested in water history, water management, water law, environmental management,
political ecology, or local natural history. A conservation easement is a legal agreement between a
property owner and a conservation organization, generally a private nonprofit land trust, that
restricts the type and amount of development that can be undertaken on that property.



Conservation easements protect land for future generations while allowing owners to retain
property rights, at the same time providing them with significant tax benefits. Conservation
easements are among the fastest growing methods of land preservation in the United States today.
Protecting the Land provides a thoughtful examination of land trusts and how they function, and a
comprehensive look at the past and future of conservation easements. The book: provides a
geographical and historical overview of the role of conservation easements analyzes relevant
legislation and its role in achieving community conservation goals examines innovative ways in
which conservation easements have been used around the country considers the links between
social and economic values and land conservation Contributors, including noted tax attorney and
land preservation expert Stephen Small, Colorado's leading land preservation attorney Bill
Silberstein, and Maine Coast Heritage Trust's general counsel Karin Marchetti, describe and analyze
the present status of easement law. Sharing their unique perspectives, experts including author and
professor of geography Jack Wright, Dennis Collins of the Wildlands Conservancy, and Chuck Roe of
the Conservation Trust of North Carolina offer case studies that demonstrate the flexibility and
diversity of conservation easements. Protecting the Land offers a valuable overview of the history
and use of conservation easements and the evolution of easement-enabling legislation for
professionals and citizens working with local and national land trusts, legal advisors, planners,
public officials, natural resource mangers, policymakers, and students of planning and
conservation. Written by the Law Commissioner responsible for land law, this second edition is an
invaluable resource for students new to the subject. It provides a clear overview of the subject,
details key cases, and offers both a clear explanation of how the law works and insights into how
property lawyers think. The Rights and Wrongs of Land Restitution: ‘Restoring What Was Ours’
offers a critical, comparative ethnographic, examination of land restitution programs. Drawing on
memories and histories of past dispossession, governments, NGOs, informal movements and
individual claimants worldwide have attempted to restore and reclaim rights in land. Land
restitution programs link the past and the present, and may allow former landholders to reclaim
lands which provided the basis of earlier identities and livelihoods. Restitution also has a moral
weight that holds broad appeal; it is represented as righting injustice and healing the injuries of
colonialism. Restitution may have unofficial purposes, like establishing the legitimacy of a new
regime, quelling popular discontent, or attracting donor funds. It may produce unintended
consequences, transforming notions of property and ownership, entrenching local bureaucracies, or
replicating segregated patterns of land use. It may also constitute new relations between states
and their subjects. Land-claiming communities may make new claims on the state, but they may
also find the state making unexpected claims on their land and livelihoods. Restitution may be a
route to citizenship, but it may engender new or neo-traditional forms of subjection. This volume
explores these possibilities and pitfalls by examining cases from the Americas, Eastern Europe,
Australia and South Africa. Addressing the practical and theoretical questions that arise, The Rights
and Wrongs of Land Restitution thereby offers a critical rethinking of the links between land
restitution and property, social transition, injustice, citizenship, the state and the market.
Unearthing Indian Land offers a comprehensive examination of the consequencesof more than a
century of questionable public policies. In this book,Kristin Ruppel considers the complicated issues
surrounding American Indianland ownership in the United States. Under the General Allotment Act
of 1887, also known as the Dawes Act,individual Indians were issued title to land allotments while
so-called OsurplusOlndian lands were opened to non-Indian settlement. During the forty-seven
yearsthat the act remained in effect, American Indians lost an estimated 90 millionacres of
landNabout two-thirds of the land they had held in 1887. Worse, theloss of control over the land left
to them has remained an ongoing and insidiousresult. Unearthing Indian Land traces the complex
legacies of allotment, includingnumerous instructive examples of a policy gone wrong. Aside from
the initialcatastrophic land loss, the fractionated land ownership that resulted from theactOs
provisions has disrupted native families and their descendants for morethan a century. With each
new generation, the owners of tribal lands grow innumber and therefore own ever smaller interests
in parcels of land. It is not uncommonnow to find reservation allotments co-owned by hundreds of
individuals.Coupled with the federal governmentOs troubled trusteeship of Indian assets,this means
that Indian landowners have very little control over their own lands. llluminated by interviews with
Native American landholders, this book isessential reading for anyone who is interested in what



happened as a result of thefederal governmentOs quasi-privatization of native lands. Originally
published in 1980, this book draws together a wide range of studies dealing with various aspects of
land use in a text specifically designed to guide students through the complexities of the subject. It
examines the history of the subject, its techniques, applications, the models that it applies and the
frameworks within which it has been carried out. Land use remains a central political and practical
issue in contemporary society. This volume takes a fresh look at the land question in India. Instead
of re-engaging in the rich transition debate in which the transformation of agriculture is seen as a
necessary historical step to usher in dynamic capitalist (or socialist) development, this collection
critically examines the centrality of land in contemporary development discourse in India.
Consequently, the focus is on the role of the state in pushing a process of dispossession of peasants
through direct expropriation for developmental purposes such as acquisition of land by (local)
states for infrastructure development and to support accumulation strategies of private business
through industrialization. Land in India is sought for non-agricultural purposes such as purchasing
land to reduce risk and real estate development. Land is also central to tribal communities
(adivasis), whose livelihoods depend on it and on a moral economy that is independent of any price-
driven markets. Adivasis tend to hold on to such property, not as individual owners for profit, but for
collective security and to protect a way of life. Thus land, notwithstanding its role in the
accumulation process, has been, and continues to be, a turbulent arena in which classes, castes,
and communities are in conflict with each other, with the state, and with capital, jockeying to
determine the terms and conditions of land transactions or their prevention, through both market
and non-market mechanisms. The volume goes beyond the traditional political economy of the
agrarian transition question, and deals with, inter alia, distributional conflicts arising from
acquisition of land by the state for capital accumulation on the one hand and its commodification
on the other. It provides new analytical insights into the land acquisition processes, their legal-
institutional and ethical implications, and the multifaceted regional diversity of acquisition
experiences in India.
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